Travellers la India

as in all else, and some real arrangement
was made, are questions it is impossible to
decide.

As for his account of his experiences, it is
mainly personal in character, and sheds but little
light on the political or social condition of the
country. A few sidelights on Mogul Court life
are obtainable from it, such as the universal
practice of present-giving, which was ie rigueur
there, and was such a drain on the- resources of
ambassadors under Akbar's successor; but for
this later writers are a better authority.

With Mildenhall we reach the last of the
three pioneers of British intercourse with India.
Like the Portuguese missionaries, they are of
comparatively   insignificant   value   to   us   as
sources of knowledge. Two other nations were
destined to struggle with England for the prize
which was slipping from the grasp of Portugal.
Among the pioneers of the one was Huyghen
van Linschoten; among those of the other was
Francois Pyrard de Laval. Both of these men
wrote works which stand in the very first rank of
those which enabled their contemporaries to
gain some idea of the country which they had
visited. But the pioneers of the nation which
was destined ultimately to oust all others from
the prize, toward which so many hands were
stretched to grasp, cared so little for the philo-
sophic aspect of the country in which they tra-
velled that they gave to their eager countrymen
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